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beauty, and all, at this time of day, of some interest* The publica-
tion, through Messrs Breitkopf & Hartel, will be by thirty-six
monthly parts, costing, by subscription, thirty shillings a year,
or, separately, three shillings apiece. As the enterprise is one of
enthusiasm and not of commerce, and the editors will probably
wish they had never been born before it is completed, I recom-
mend it confidently to the support, not only of musicians, but
of those who are in the habit of buying three new waltzes every
month, and are consequently beginning to feel the want of some
music that they have never heard before,

21 March 1894

I AM not prepared just now to deliver my full mind as to
charity concerts. Like all persons in sound mental health, I hate
charity, whether as giver or receiver, asker or asked. Those who
occasionally try to warp my critical integrity by pleading that
their concerts are for a "deserving object" little know that they
are stirring up my fiercest instinctive antipathies. I have no
patience with the people who think that social evils can be cured
by a little gush of sympathy and a dip of their hand into all die
pockets within their reach, But there is one point upon which I
am prepared to commit myself. If you are an artist, and have
promised to sing at a charity concert for nothing, then keep your
engagement in all respects as if it were an ordinary professional
one, and be in your place when your turn comes.

I looked in at a charity concert at Queen's Hall last week, and
found the band of the Coldstream Guards desperately playing
one selection after another to keep the audience amused until the
arrival of the artists who were first on the program, which had
at last to be taken anyhow, Miss Evangeline Florence, Mr Charles
Warner, and Mr Watkin Mills throwing themselves into the
breach and keeping things going, much out of their turn, with
the help of Mr Orlando Harley and Mr Leo Stern, until the miss-
ing philanthropists turned up. And now let me venture to sweeten
this admonition to charitably disposed artists with a valuable
piece of advice concerning the professional services which they
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